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Title eng: Allegory of Charity (Alegoria de la Caridad)

The young woman that personifies the virtue of Charity is depicted holding three children in
her arms. According to Ripa, she should be shown breastfeeding one of them. This is possibly
how Goya had rendered the figure in the first version of the sketch that he submitted to the
Building Committee which was considered indecorous: "as her figure was less decorous than
was appropriate”. It is significant that the figure's breast is completely covered in the
definitive version of the allegory. The flames above her head and the red mantle are also
emblems of Charity.
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1940. Restored by Ramoén Stolz.

1967. Restored by the Central Institute of Conservation and Restoration of Artistic and
Archaeological works (Instituto Central de Conservacion y Restauracion de Obras de Arte y
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1981-1982. Restored by Carlos Barboza and Teresa Grasa.

December 2005 - February 2007. Restored by the Spanish Institute of Historical Heritage
(Instituto del Patrimonio Historico Espanol) funded by the Caja Madrid Foundation.
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