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HISTORIA

See	Sad	presentiments	of	what	must	come	to	pass.

The	title	was	handwritten	on	the	print	by	Goya	in	the	first	and	only	series	that	is	known	to	have	been	printed
at	the	time	the	works	were	created,	which	the	artist	gave	to	his	friend	Agustín	Ceán	Bermúdez.	Therefore,
the	title	was	etched	into	the	plate	at	a	later	date	and	left	unchanged	as	of	the	first	edition	of	the	Disasters	of
War	printed	by	the	San	Fernando	Royal	Academy	of	Fine	Arts	in	Madrid	in	1863,	after	the	printing	of	the
series	in	the	possession	of	Ceán	Bermúdez.

There	is	a	surviving	preparatory	drawing	for	this	print	which	is	housed	in	the	Prado	Museum	in	Madrid.
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Two	men	are	shown	carrying	the	body	of	a	woman	who	may	have	fainted	from	hunger.	Next	to	these
figures	a	child	cries	inconsolably,	covering	her	face	with	her	hands.	In	the	background	we	can	see	a	body	on
the	ground,	perhaps	the	corpse	of	a	victim	of	the	famine.

Goya	uses	aquatint	for	the	sky	and	part	of	the	ground:	it	is	difficult	to	tell	where	one	ends	and	the	other
begins.	The	device	creates	an	unreal,	misty	setting	that	heightens	the	drama	of	the	scene.	There	are	no
spatial	references	in	the	work,	although	judging	from	the	darkness	it	is	likely	that	the	scene	takes	place	at
night.	The	artist	has	placed	three	points	of	light	in	the	middle	of	this	darkness:	one	larger,	light	area	in	the
centre	of	the	composition	comprising	the	men	carrying	the	woman;	another	smaller	one	situated	on	the
right,	representing	the	small	child	crying,	separated	from	her	mother;	and	the	last	area	of	light	in	the
background	on	the	right,	highlighting	the	abandoned	corpse.
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La	plancha	se	conserva	en	la	Calcografía	Nacional	(cat.	301).
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