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CRONOLOGÍA Ca.	1797	-	1798
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INVENTARIO 548	(D.	3954)

INSCRIPCIONES

55	(in	composite	pencil.	recto,	bottom	right-hand	corner)

HISTORIA

On	the	origin	of	this	and	other	preparatory	drawings	for	The	Caprices,	see	the	commentary	on	the	first	of
them,	corresponding	to	Caprice	number	1	(Francisco	de	Goya	y	Lucientes,	painter),	and	on	the	one

https://fundaciongoyaenaragon.es/obra/fran-co-goya-y-lucientes-pintor/869


corresponding	to	Caprice	3	(The	bogeyman	is	Coming).

Line	of	provenance	of	this	drawing:	Javier	Goya;	Mariano	Goya,	1854;	Valentín	Carderera,	ca.	1861;
Mariano	Carderera,	1880;	Prado	Museum,	1886.

ANÁLISIS	ARTÍSTICO

The	composition	of	this	preparatory	drawing	differs	somewhat	from	that	of	the	print	in	Caprice	21.	How	to
get	rid	of	it!	The	scene	takes	place	in	a	room	with	a	thickly	barred	window,	which	could	be	the	interior	of	a
prison,	lit	by	a	lantern	on	the	floor.	The	bailiff	and	the	magistrate	wear	the	hats	characteristic	of	their	office
and	the	scribe	the	tools	of	his	trade,	which	are	dispensed	with	in	the	plate.	Goya	did	away	with	all	these
elements	in	order	not	to	detract	from	the	importance	of	the	figures,	and	even	simplified	the	plumage	of	the
bird-woman.
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